TOWN OF BLACK CREEK
PUBLIC HEARING MEETING
CARR ROAD
Date:May 23, 2006
Place:Black Creek Town Hall Meeting Hall
PresentMayor Howard Moore, Commissioners Seltzer, Frahksas
Absent:Commissioner Roland Godwin

Minutes Taped Yes

Guest Speakers and Coordinators of Meetikly: Dennis Patton, Chris Lukasina of the
Upper Coastal Plains.

Mayor Moore | call this Public Hearing on the annexatiortlad area known as Carr
Road to order

Mayor Moore | want to welcome all of you in attendance témignd thank you for your
interest. We certainly understand that you willdnguestions and comments tonight.
The purpose of this hearing is to provide an opputy for the residents of the Carr Rd
area and the citizens of Black Creek to make consm@mthe town’s proposal and
receive answers to sincere questions in orderitoggbetter understanding. There will
be no decision made on this matter by the Boadarhmissioners tonight. We have an
agenda to follow and we’d like to make a brief praation of information and we will
allow most of the meeting time to be used for comsi@nd questions. When the
presentation is completed we will call on citizénspeak. We’'ve got some general
ground rules. Our goal is to end this meeting 19 9and still allow a reasonable period
for comments and questions. Please rememberhghdiotard will not make a decision
this evening. The annexation ordinance will be @ered at the regular meeting in June,
on Tuesday, June T2t 7:30 PM. We expect there will be some stramditigs on this
matter. We would like everyone to follow the goldete and be respectful in your
comments. This meeting is not intended to be atéebut one that allows for your input
and provide the best information that we havewdfdo not have the answer to a
guestion we will try to get and answer for you, ged information to you. Because there
are quiet a few people in attendance we ask tledt garson limit their comments to 3
minutes so that you can give everyone a chanceeaks We will ask each person who
wishes to make a comment to come to the podiumealksand to state his or her name
and address. Does anybody have any questionssih klvould like to introduce Mr.
Dennis Patton and Chris Lukasina who are planmers The Upper Coastal Plains
Council of Governments. They have been workindpwhe town on the status and
reports on the town’s proposal on the annexatiathiefarea. They will present a
summery of information for the towns plan to preavigkrvice to this area if the proposal
is adopted.




Mr. Dennis Patton When we began on this job we sat down and tadkete a bit

several times. The bottom line main concern thatioard expressed at that time and |
think they still feel that way, is to them thateyhwanted to protect the investment that
they had in the utility systems that they had dawthat direction . The utility system
goes well beyond that area. They asked us todorst qualification test. We're

following the steps toward requirement. | mighttien as we have posted there which
allow for municipalities under 5000 and they’ve gates for municipalities over 5000.

To grow if they feel that they have some urban atee fringe of their town limits , to
bring them in and provide the same services tleat do inside the town limits to those
folks in that area. We conducted the qualificastudy for them, the statute requires that.
There’s several test that you have to meet. Raheoreason we drew the area the way it
was to meet their test. Which also explains whyeof the lots that are on the fringe
were taking in because we had to reach for lotswieae less than 3 acres. The statute
tends to discourage taking in lots and lots of farea. The state felt that's not the intent
of annexation and the purpose of it. So we avoitlatl The next step we took was a
feasibility study. What the services would co& tbwn and what financial impact going
both ways there would be. The largest, and Choigldvhave more info on this, by far
the largest cost to the town on this is gonna beetttension part way of Carr Rd sewer
service. That’s going to be approximately 185,000and we're not sure if it will be a
little more than that by the time it's put in. There set up the informational meeting and
workshop with the question and answers, and notwthiessteps that we're at to this point
is a public hearing for comments on the propo3le statute requires that the board or
any municipality not make a decision on the sargétni That consideration has to come
at least 10 days after it and no longer than 9@ @dter the public hearing is held. No
decision will be made tonight. Even if they wantedhey can’t. Again, we’ve talked
several times. The town looked at it from theyerspective. They looked at it from the
residents’ perspective. We made up a list of thitgit we thought would be beneficial
both ways. | think the commissioners have beendro go forward in a way that would
not be harmful. That’s all | have.

Mayor Moore I've got something | want to read. | know peofdok at this and say,

I’m going to be paying town taxes, and the townsaftering me much in return. But if
you look deeper one of the reasons that might $keroase is the town has already
provided one of the things that would ordinarilygrevided after annexation and that is a
clean, safe, reliable water source. And part bag also got sewer service. No one likes
to pay taxes, | know | don'’t, but taxes are onéhefthings that allow municipalities to do
things like this water and sewer lines. The towmeperty tax on 80,000.00 piece of
property would be 440.00. And that 440.00 coulshégated quickly with things like the
difference in a homeowner’s policy, cemetery plad difference in water and sewer
rates. The normal practice for all municipalitisgar out of town rates to be double in
town rates. In fact we recently had an analystmenend that we do that. We didn’t do

it but we do have a difference of about a thirdvbht was recommended by the analyst.
A 6000 gallon a month water and sewer customerpayl the equivalent of half the tax
on an $80,000.00 piece of property more than aovim customer each year. When you
look closer at what the town offers and are alregidiyng the area the property tax




doesn’'t seem as large. | hope all of you will tdkie into consideration. We're ready to
hear comments. If you'll step to the podium aradesyyour name and address.

Rufus Webb:I'd like to thank every body for all the help we’had. I'm glad you're

here tonight to show your pros or cons. | guessrbd say anything, I've got a petition |
need to distribute to the board members. Andishespetition of all the residents on Carr,
Frank Price, Yank. It's noted also on the bottdithe petition of persons outside the
annexation area that want to protest, becauserthigking forward to being next on
down the line. They just want to express thein@pis now.

Commissioner SeltzerAre they included on this?

Rufus Webb They should be on the very back. The bottom déin the petition itself
states the situation.

Commissioner Seltzer:O.K.

Rufus Webb: Like most of you here | was blindsided by thiscéd annexation. I've

lived here for 12 years. I've not heard the fiwsird about annexation until a month prior
to that May 2° date of that meeting. We started researchindgths of forced

annexation. We learned a lot. There are onhatestin the United States that allow
forced annexation that ought to tell us somethi¢hat it tells me is that I've got
absolutely no say so over my property whatsoelté&s.almost like you are a resident of
North Carolina and you've got no right to say nothabout nothing. The majority does
not rule evidently. | believe as a North Carolpraperty owner and citizen that | should
and | must have a say in any decision to beconteopany city or town. You are
misguided in the attempt to solve Black Creek’sifficial problems by annexing
whomever you want and whenever you want. I'veay@ more thing I'd like to say.
About 40 years ago there was a war. It shouldmvehbeen. There was people that were
killed that shouldn’t have been. There were peé&pled that should have been killed.
And the ones of those that came home came batle tonited States of America, land of
the free, land of the brave, democracy, where a n@tters. If you just vote this forced
annexation in, you are voting against everythirgWmnited States stands for. | would like
to pray and beg upon you to vote with your headt your conscious and not your
pocketbook. Annexation is wrong and you know d are know it. But it happens to be
legal. Thank you.

Mayor Moore: Thank you for your comments Mr. Webb. The patitwill certainly be
taken into consideration.

Rufus Webb: I'm sure it will.

Mayor Moore: O.K. who's next?

Tom Beamon: Good evening my name is Tom Beamon, folks fromlasemeeting
called me the nice one. If | can beg you're inéulgl have a short statement I'd like to




read, it won’t take but a moment. As discussetie@tast public meeting by these
gentlemen we learned that there are 3 types ofxatine in North Carolina. There’s
voluntary, satellite, and forced. The voluntard @atellite annexation are basically the
same thing. In fact they are both voluntary. Edrannexation really is just that. And in
many ways just represents taxation without reptesien. According the Carolina
Journal North Carolina is one of seven statesali@atv forced annexation. The process
as we’ve learned again is generally simple. tved cities that want to expand to notify
the public, to prepare a report, and to hold pulléetings for a vote. Yet all the while
no one can really prevent the city from annexinguaa as long as it wants the
municipality follows these few simple steps. Tlse of this process has spawned many
activist groups around North Carolina, as residartsgenuinely angry for having no
voice or vote in the decision. | as well as theéadhresidents of Carr Rd. Akron Rd, and
part of Frank Price Church Rd, here tonight arensjly opposed to this forced
annexation, as we believe it truly is taxation withrepresentation. Private property
rights are one of the cornerstones of the UnitedeStConstitution. A document that was
drafted following a war of independence from Engdldéor unfair taxation practices.
Citizens should always have a vote or voice inm@géo their property rights and the
taxation of their property. Now, based on thednigbf annexation in North Carolina,
municipalities have shown time and again that dreyunwilling and unable to provide

in a timely manner the equal quality of servicest tire being annexed as to those that are
currently in town limits. Locally I've heard Tow@ouncil members are believed to say
they must annex this area because they need theymd#y personal opinion is that the
town council of Black Creek as well as everyone @seds to budget like everyone and

learn to operate within their means. Just likeeotirganizations do. Those living

outside city limits do so because we choose to. hdWe water, sewer, septic tanks, fire
protection provided by volunteer firefighters, peliprotection provided by the Wilson
County Sheriffs office, state maintained roads, amiace to dispose of our trash. So
what is Black Creek offering to us? The only thihgt | can reasonably deduce is higher
taxes. Thank you for your attention.

Mayor Moore: Thank you Mr. Beamon, we appreciate that. Who’dhe

Mike Kimbrell: About two years ago my wife and | purchased aegla a nice little
community right on the outskirts of Black Creek: Yiu said less than 15 minutes ago
that you were not going to annex farm land. Bybii go down Akron Rd toward
Goosecreek on the left hand side there’s abouttdgs af farm land on that side there’s
corn growing right now. On the right hand sider&®approximately 30 acres of farm
land there in between where we pull out of ouralsigy and the next set of houses. Now
that’s farm land. Now whether that’s going inte tjuote unquote annexation project or
not or allow for expansion you said the state doedlow us to annex farm land. But
according to something to that affect the statemfi®on it. My thing is this, just like the
gentleman just said about the constitution, thieidihce between a free man and a slave
is not the right to vote. It's the right to cortemd choose what he does with his own
property. | understand there’s a section righeheithe middle of Black Creek that’s not
even annexed into Black Creek. And there’s buseeand things like that there. Why?
Shouldn’t Black Creek get its house in order befostarts going after other property.




That’s my question. I'm not a fool, if this annisxcoming whether we like it or not. My
concern is this. | went through basic law enforeatriraining with a young man who
worked in Lucama after a proposed annex projectd ghortly thereafter he was cut
down to little or no hours, and he ended up hatinigave as a Police Officer because
they were cut back to 28 days a month, 12 hour.dsys then the sheriffs department
had to cover in the interim of that. | understémat process tried to happen here, but the
citizens got together and said no, you're not d@wgy with our police department.
Number 1 | would like to make sure that regardtE#sshether this annexation project
goes through or not, one of the things cut is notpmlice protection. Number 2 whether
| live on Akron Rd there’s a lot of children plaginWhether or not this project is going
to come to pass, and we're going to get our 4digint Akron and Carr Rd 2 of them need
to go on Akron Rd and 2 of them need to go thereA&ron Rd in particular there are
children playing on both sides of the road. Thexeds to be speed humps put in and 20
or 15 miles an hour posted speed limit in that atlaaderstand ya’ll can make that
happen. Asphalt doesn’t cost that much. Tho$en®$ go together. And number 3 if
this is going to happen whether we like it or niftya’ll are going to choose to make this
happen it's going to make our property tax go lpee for sale signs all up and down the
road I've seen 5 or 6 houses that weren't for aateonth ago. People are wanting to
leave. They don't like this idea. No country, notdiorship has ever taxed itself into
good standing with its people. Most of those patat overtaxed, overtaxed, overtaxed
tend to implode. We’'ve seen all that in our lifetimWe saw the fall of the greatest, at
one time was worshiped by a lot of rural peopleit Be saw the fall of communism in
Russia. This was all about Government doing whate@ment wanted to. And by the

way it was elected government, it was elected govent. The people got together in
elected government and then they took over in eodesey and they forced the people
into servitude. That's happening fast in this doynl really wish citizens could
recognize the fact of what we are, where we caom,fiand get back to the difference
between a free man and a slave. Which is the tigbtvn and control his private
property. Thank you for your time.

Mayor Moore: We appreciate it. Next.

Lori Gasbarra: We've been talking about the annexation for gsdime time with our
neighbors and everyone is opposed to it, againgtasnandatory annexation we
basically have no say. But | feel that a lot ofawvis being said all depends on the money.
It all boils down to the money. You put togethgraekage for us last time saying the
benefits of annexation. We all basically laughei because it's not benefits, there’'s
nothing that were in those papers that | as a prppgner could benefit from. | saw
higher taxes, | saw garbage pick up going from weken| want to for $35.00 a year to
once a week pick up for $76.20 a year. And we tdevén know if we're going to get
recyclables or the garbage can handed to us. ksanany negatives that | just had to
put it down because | do not see anything posftva this annexation. And | believe |
might had said before why not go after the peogie Wwe down Central or in the town
of Black Creek verses jumping across to other roadsping in the farm land, and
mandating people who do not want to be annexebdanK you for your time.




Mayor Moore: Thank you. Inthe downtown area we don’t havetiiay are not inside
of town. | don’t know where that came from, butth not true.

Lori Gasbarra:l thought Central Rd according to that map. pag of Central Rd that
runs through. Every town has a main street thag tbrough. But Central Rd runs right
there and half of them are not the town of BlackeRr

Commissioner SeltzerCenter Street would be the street inside the catpdimits but
Central is not. Center Street would be our center.

Mayor Moore: Thank you ma’am we appreciate it.

Joan CummingsiYou've said it 2 or 3 times | wanted to make suvée haven't been
voted to be annexed in yet, is that correct?

Mayor Moore: No, it hasn’t been decided yet.

Joan CummingsDo we know if we're going to have to buy the grearts or are ya'll
going to buy them?

Mayor Moore: The town supplies the trash carts

Joan Cummings©Okay | called the state about our drainage problém out on Carr Rd
and it’s a state maintained road and they donftkttihere’s much they can do with it
because of the way the road falls or whatevealket! with the state about that. | think
our police and fire department are as perfect@grdngonna be. And they’re fantastic
as they are. | don’'t have a problem with our polnd fire department protection. Are
there any restrictive covenants once we’re voteghuh if we are voted into the town of
Black Creek that we have to comply to that we dairéady know about or will be
grandfathered in? | have a hog house in my badky#ou see what I’'m saying about
restrictive covenants. If we were annexed in tventof Black Creek are there things we
can’'t do in our back yards that | can do now? Caurn freely in my back yard?

CommissioneiSeltzer: There are restrictions that covered by the zonimgsrfor the city.
There are burning restrictions as to how you burn.

Joan CummingsYou know when you go annexing these areas ya@gmeg to have to
maintain that water and sewer once you add it®mthat’s going to be more expense.
You're bringing us in and yet you’re still going bave more expense. It's like one of the
gentlemen was talking about that budget. You binngnore, you’ve got to spend more

to keep them up. Why not just raise our lightshihat way everybody is equal.

And you're not bringing us in and bringing up ouoperty taxes. | say light bills
because that covers our electric and water, andrseWwn lucky right now because | pay
Black Creek for my electric and water, and sew®o.’'m on the lucky end of Carr Rd if
there’s a such a thing right now.




Commissioner SeltzerCan | ask you a question? If we did that, ifjus increased, this
is not about money. Everybody is saying taxesdathis is not what this is about. But
in the logic that you're thinking, if we increadese rates. Howard quoted you on
$80,000.00 would be $440.00 a year. It wouldrketbong to get $440.00 if we started
increasing rates. That's not what it’'s about.hHtts what it was all about we would have
already increased your rate

Mayor Moore: The State the normal standard practice is statke ior almost all
municipalities is for the out of town water and sewates to be double what they are for
in town. And if we did that.

Joan Cummings;So when we get my light bill, it's going to belf?a

Mayor Moore: No. Your water and sewer rates will go down.

Joan CummingsBut now at any point you can still make a geneedl water, sewer, and
electric increase. No matter whether you are iautr You can still do that.

Mayor Moore: We’'re increasing our rates this year. For orasea Wilson is upping
oursto 11.8.

Commissioner SeltzerWe have a letter here from Wilson where theirtedsvater rate
increases. Their sewer rates go up every yeawanuhy them. So if they go up we have
to go up.

Joan Cummings:l don't have a problem with my light bill going upl made choices
what | want to pay for and what | don't want to pay. If | wanted a street light or
security light | would have put a security ligheth. If | want that green ugly cart in my
yard I'd have that green ugly cart in my yard, d&ade those private people picking up
my trash.

Commissioner Seltzerlet me ask you a question. You have all of armises. Not
everybody has it, but you're one individual thaedo And the way | look at it is you're
getting everything that we have to offer. And tmy thing we're asking to do is bring
you into the township.

Joan Cummings: And pay more taxes. That was the thing | was gam say, | feel
threatened that you're coming to my home saying'rgogoing to pay taxes and pay
more but I’'m not getting anything else. I'm noteavgetting better service. My trash
pick up is going to be more and I'm getting sorservice because ya’ll aint going to
come but once a week. The community building is@fvalue to me. | don’'t mean it
ugly I know some people spent time money and enerdyuild it. The fire department
and police department I'm tickled to death withddn’'t have a problem with them.
That’s going to still be the same volunteer firenaaupolice coming to my house whether
| pay you taxes or not.




Mayor Moore: Your homeowners will be less because of thedisgrict that you will be
in. In town and out of town is different.

Joan CummingsNot mine believe it or not. I'm 435 feet from aefihydrant and Black
Creek has been a 7 since July, 2002. | calledNtvéh Carolina Department of Insurance
State Fire Marshall Association. | haven't beettigg the 7 but my insurance company
is looking into that. I’'m suing them over that fdvarging me for a 9 when it should have
been a 7 because Dept of Insurance you can cdl Ké&gloud. He said it's a 7 and it’s
been that since July, 2002.

Mayor Moore: If you're getting it for a 7 you're lucky it shitibe a 9. The Black
Creek fire district is a 7. The out of town whishthe Lee Woodard district is rated 9.
Thank you. O.K. who’s next?

Lynda McKeel: I'm going to be nice. I've been here sindbgdade since | was 9 years
old. | feel a certain closeness to Black Creeld tims came up. | think that everybody
here does not want to be in the annexation. Tketluing that you haven’t brought up so
far is Carr Rd , all the people on Carr Rd boughatever they're living in good faith.
And they bought ever how much land they could atttime. So this is an in your face
biggest mess | have ever seen. These people ahs3)f an acre, agreed. These people
on Central Avenue and right across the road fronomwe more. So what is that, besides
discrimination? The people that can’t afford to/lany more. I'm paying everything |
can for gasoline now. | just feel like we are lgesingled out. Lord help me why you
came and got me. I'm still shocked. | just fekéIthese people should get up and just
scream. But we’re going to be nice. But it's disgnation. That's what it is. | don't
understand how you can get away with this. Yosingling us out, you really are. This
is discrimination don’t you think. We can't affortd pay it, we really can’t. The
business, the huge developments, the land ownelsn’t care if its 3 acres or 3000, they
can probably afford it. But we can’t. | don’'t gethow can you do that? | work right
next door the ECU University Attorney. We've tadkeand | guess by law you can do
whatever you please. | still think of Black Cresk my home, but | won't like being in
the city limits. Not if this is the way you do tigis. You don’t have a big heart, you have
a greedy heart. Get your own life in order. Gehe money from these people that have
been here 30, 40, 50 years. They were the lagt thege. It's not fair to these people,
and you know that. Thank you.

Linda Foster: Hello my name is Linda Foster. I'm lot numbeadd | want to ask, you
got up here doublewide and lot. | know it’s difat on everyone’s it varies on this sheet.
| want to know what the difference is what you mégndoublewide and lot. You got
some up here as vacant, some is doublewide, whafoar saying?

Commissioner Seltzer: Where is that coming from?

Commissioner Franks:t’s on the paper they got last time.




Linda Foster: I'm here because I'm against the annexation aldee been at Carr Rd
for 12 years and | feel like it is unfair to tebreeone what it is they can do with the
property they worked out. | work hard as a singther. | worked so hard that now I'm
on disability. For ya’ll to come in and say | gotpay more money when I'm struggling
as it is, because | have a fixed income. A lopedple probably have a fixed income.
You can get a job but you're hardly going to gey aay. If this happens to me then |
might have to try to get a part time job. | caafford it. | can't afford for ya’'ll to come
in and put some sewage line in when mine is workimg | paid for that sewage, | put it
there with my own money. It really hurts for sormdp to tell you that you don’t have no
rights. | don’'t know why ya'll feel like ya’ll haesto come after Carr Rd, Yank Rd, Frank
Price Church Rd. There’s always other means |lfieelthe town can come up with to
raise money if they are struggling or whatever.t Beally don't see the benefits for me.
I’m getting nothing, and I'm just against it. Tisa&ll | have to say.

Erwin Wilson: 1 also reside with Ms Foster. She sounded goaddo She sounds like
she’s got a lot of sense. | respect this town Been out here about 6 years. | respect the
people on Carr Rd, | think you got some beautidgle. | think the residents on Carr
Rd are hard working, law abiding, descent peop®w | myself will just say this, and
be short about it. You don’t have to eat a whale/ ¢o know you're eating beef. You
said you wanted us to respect you, be descentigaggople time to talk. That sounded
real good to me, real loving. But sir | think eyleody here, God gave us all some sense.
We want to talk about a town that say’s they've gdiig heart. Well I'm gonna tell you
this. Personally, and | don’t want this to offemobody I'm just going to state a fact. |
know a town needs money, people needs money, raigbdds need money. But you
can come up with other ways to get the little teiygu want, like the Black Creek Day
or whatsoever. It's nice when you have your liitvn of Black Creek Day or whatever.
You have people coming in. You pull in money foe town and that’s fine. I'm living
in a surrounding that you're not talking about @aee of people. You're talking about
people of different genders. Now when your gomgntlude somebody and ask them to
help pay for something that’s going to cost to mtartithe town. What I'm trying to say
is this. Being out here at this lady’s home. Alay of the week except maybe Sunday,
you can see this black man standing out theregrgrhelp keep her property in an order
that you don’t have to turn your head when you f@ss There’s not a policeman from
Black Creek or Wilson that has to come back anthfty the residence. You talk about
the fact that you want a town full of descent peopiVell | think the people in this town
also want people they can trust. The lady that she had been here about 30 years, |
felt her pain. | would like to ask ya’'ll in youehrts to think, if you were living on Carr
Rd or wherever. She thought she was moving irgacthuntry any way. This is going to
sound ugly. As nice as your town is, personaljoh’'t see nothing except the regular
services you already offer. | don’t see nothirgf tirives you to think these people really
need to invest in the town. | sing, | work, anywacan do any thing to help Black Creek,
except pay taxes, I'll do it. I'll help you selatbecue plates, I'll pull apples off your tree,
whatever you need, but you need to come up withetloimg. | hope the towns do grow.
These fine people of Black Creek can stay togetied, nobody has to have animosity.
You're going to probably do what you want to do amgliess nobody can help that. I'd




hoped one day | would be able to buy a home inlBieek. | plan to get married in a
little while. But | ain't going to be able to aftbthat. | got a little girl that goes to Lee
Woodard, smart as a whip. Now isn't that the kafdperson you want to grow up in

Black Creek? Somebody in your town that can ofiemething, some positives, not
negatives, and also not just talkers. By the vk you for having me on the camera,
cause I'm sure some of my creditors will be glacée me. But one more thing I'm not
running from no law enforcement officer, and | agat no shackles on my hands , no
shackles on my feet, and you know | aint got noneny mouth. Have a God blessed
night.

Meryl Batts: It sounds like a form of communism to me. Iradot of things about
business coming to Black Creek. I've been livindiack Creek since | was 4 years old,
and | remember growing up as a kid. We had a @estiation on the corner that sold gas.
We had a couple of grocery stores everybody remembelr. Howard used to cut hair.
Mays welding and the other 2 shops [I'm not in shene situation that some of these
people are because | stay at the other end ob#w rI'm on Wilson power line still, and
my dad never hooked into the water, we've got aun evater. | come to Black Creek
now and | see nothing here. The biggest thing thiat and Elton over there knows it.
To come to Black Creek to spend any money is tovgieh the kids play ball. | don't see
how expanding Black Creek. A lot of these peodtadw personally have been out here
since 93 on my road. Plenty of people there, plaitpeople in the Daniels Chapel
community. But | also remember as a little boydBI&reek didn’'t even have 400 people,
good or bad whatever. For whatever reason peetlted, this or that or whatever. For
me to have to pay more taxes, | just don't see it.

Helen Barnes: | had to write me something out, | had so muckay. When you move
out of a large town into the country near a sn@lrt you never expect to be annexed by
that smaller town. Then to get a notification hie tmail stating that a feasibility study of
proposed annexation had been initiated 2 yearssakiod of mind boggling. Out of the
clear blue we're told we could be forcibly anneadl there’s nothing we can do. Our
taxes will go up, the benefits we can expect goke@. A lot of the problem is the word
forcible. For grown people to be forced into sdamrej with no recourse is down right
insulting. Though | understand the need for Bl&rkek to grow, and | appreciate the
hard work the commissioners must have done tolpsitproposal together. | feel there
could have been another way. As it is now if theexation proceeds you're going to be
getting a very disgruntled group of residents. Sehthat can sell, they’ll sell and they'll
move. The caliber of the people out there is gamghange. The neighborhood will
change. The resentment will still be there. Ahe Black Creek community spirit will
be nonexistent. North Carolina law allows forcedexation to take place, all we can do
is warn others to be on guard, and try to getaiaesichanged. As a property owner I'm
against the annexation, and | join the rest of pe®ple here in requesting the
commissioners to reconsider. Thank you.

Mayor Moore: Thank you ma’am. Anybody else?




Billy Ray Aycock: | growed up in this town. Growing up in this towas a real good
town to grow up in. There’s a lot of people imsthoom that | growed up with. 1 just
don’t want the town to go where | stay at now. dved on the outskirts of town. That is
how | want to stay. Only thing I'm getting from ylas the water bill. I've asked to dig a
well, but | can’t hook it to the house. | sure doeed no taxes. | don’t need none of the
services. Ya'll making pretty good money on thedewxdill. And another thing is as far
as the town goes and money goes, | wouldn’t bedspgrall this money. Don’t spend no
more than you make. That would probably solve ywoblems.

Mayor Moore: Thank you. Anybody else?

Edith Ward: | am not part of the current proposed annexationave a vested interest,
because my property touches the property that gegllgoing to annex. I'm against it. |
think if you are looking for another source of reue | like the rest of the residents think
you should look somewhere else. | would hope i gontinue forward with this that
you look at the increase police officers that yeujoing to need to cover a city or town
the size of Black Creek, cause you're going to nieedeased patrols. Right now the
only service | got from the town is water, | dohdve sewage. The only reason we
didn't dig a well is because it was more expensigwentually if | ended up in the town
of Black Creek limits, and hopefully | wouldn’t ksagse | have acreage. That don’'t mean
| can afford it, | can't afford it I'll tell you tat. If | were annexed in and had to pay
increased taxes | would definitely have to seldoh’t know how many residents you're
increasing the town by if you annex in. | woulihththat they would expect to see some
increased police patrols from the town of Black&ke | would like to know what plans
there would be. | hope there would be somethingriting that you could show us, if
you guys are going to annex all this part in. like to see the strategic plan for
annexation 10 years from now. Because I'm suré tia is just the beginning of a
bigger plan. | know because | work with a munititgathat you do have strategic plan
forecast changes down the road. | agree | donfitwa see Carr Rd in there. | have
horses and | don't know what things would make gheperty right beside me change.
But my fence goes right up against that propertyhat means Black Creek would be
right there and my fence would be right there.olld hate that you guys might come in
here and say you can't have livestock within so ynget of the city limits. It's
unfortunate that you've incorporated one of the kbitat the people were living in New
York and didn’t have the voice to say anything abbuThere’s a burned out house, and
you’re not going to get a lot out of a burned ocou$e anyway. We had future plans of
purchasing that lot and adding it to our curremeage. But if it’s in the Black Creek city
limits | certainly wouldn’t want it. My vote wouldbe against it to. | grew up in the
Black Creek community. I've been here since | whsut 10 years old. I'm 45 now so
I've been a long time resident. Meryl forgot th@ophall it used to be here too. There
are no businesses here except the store and thzaaoke | think a better option would be,
if you can get some businesses to come here thghemgu could get some residents
who wanted to live here. Otherwise | would say jeave us as we are. Thank you.




Jeff Barnes:I’'m against the annexation as well. | asked a tpedast time and no one
answered it. There’s 5 pieces of property thatratebeing annexed. It's been jumped
over, and nobody seems to be able to answer traigoewhy is it not being annexed?
The numbers are 5050 Yank Rd, 5046 Yank Rd, 504% Yal, 5035 Yank Rd, and 5034.
They're at the city limit sign but they're in betere | don’t understand why they weren’t
annexed.

Mayor Moore: The reason that little nook is in there, Jeffesduse there are 2 pieces of
property that was voluntarily annexed. They adkeloe annexed.

Jeff Barnes: | understand that.

Mayor Moore: Their property comes around behind that, and & kilag of an oversight.
But they have been approached and talked to. Bt can tell you now.

Jeff Barnes:| don’'t understand why that was overlooked. Thefehouses sitting right
there. And if this is a dollar and cents thing wigren't they included?

Commissioner Lucas:You've sat up here on the board you know that Blaeek is not
in any financial difficulties.

Jeff Barnes:| understand that but that's what the letter.sditle letter read, it's a dollar
and cents thing.

Commissioner LucasYou know as well as | do this is not anything abmoiney.

Jeff Barnes:| understand that. But why did it say that? Té&athat | don’t understand.
| don’t understand why you’ve got 5 pieces of pmyen Yank Rd, and I'm just using
Greg Williams as an example. And the other 4 ar&8bbby Gene Godwin. You got
him but you missed them 5. | don’t understandrd@son why. | don't think you could
overlook something like that.

Commissioner LucasThe 2 that we got were voluntary

Jeff Barnes: I'm not talking about those 2 people. I'm nolkiag about the ones that
were voluntary or asked to be.

Mayor Moore: Does this have to be in one lump sum. That evdel a separate piece
from this.

Commissioner SeltzerJeff, can | ask you a question? You sat on theed when the
power lines went into Akron, right?

Jeff Barnes: Yes. No, no | was not. That came after | carfie &nd another thing
here too. It said on the fire department. Youl $hat the fire department cost the town
an extra $173.36 a year. The tax payer, whichyebedy pays a fire tax, and I'm a




volunteer fireman, | have been for over 20 yedrdon’t see where this is going to cost
the town any more money. How do you explain thathean, the fire department, the
guys volunteer, the county collects the tax. #dsehere, the cost of the town of Black
Creek area it’'s going to increase from $1776.8&rt@nnual cost of 1950.21. Why is it
going to coat the town any more? We don’t chargdady anything else anyway. Why
would that be put in there?

Dennis Patton: The rate outside The Black Creek fire departrhastthe bulk?

Jeff Barnes: | understand that.

Dennis Patton:Outside of town is .041 per $100.00. Inside tasvi®4 per $100.00.

Jeff Barnes: But this wouldn’t change if we weren’t being fescinto it, right? | mean
the annexation wouldn’t cost the town anything.c&ese the county collects that tax for

the town anyway.

Dennis Patton:Correct, the city would have to pay for it thhetcounty. | believe that’'s
how it works.

Mayor Moore: No, the county collects. You pay straight to tbenty

Jeff Barnes: | don't see where it cost the town any moneytha volunteer fire dept to

service that area. It never has charged. | utaeleghe rate increase because the town is
annexing in. But you're showing it would cost tiegvn $173.00 for us to service them,
where we've already servicing anyway. | don’t uistiend that. In other words the fire
dept is going to gain $173.00 on the tax. | agskedquestion also, that we've been in the
county now, and we get mail from the postal serviBeit yet the town has a post office.
Our area has a route. So that means that we'véogodme up here and get my mail
everyday.

Mayor Moore: No, you still get your mail, just like you're tj@g it now.

Jeff Barnes: You said my address would stay the same. Mayoork®lreplies that it will
stay the same. Jeff Barnes. Why would it stays@i] and I'll be in the town of Black
Creek? Mayor Moore: The route comes out of Wilsdinthey sent your mail to Black
Creek there’s no way the carrier that goes by ymuwse could get that mail. That mail
goes to Wilson to put on the carriers route. Baffnes: But how would | be living in the
city limits of Black Creek.

Commissioner SeltzerWe have people in the city now that get theirlratia Wilson
address.

Mayor Moore: There’s several mailboxes on Cemetery Street ihae route carrier
service. Jeff Barnes: There was a route herdankBCreek before there was ever a city
limits. Mayor Moore: There used to be one hdBeit when the rural carriers retired the




post office took that route put it in Wilson, arglisit up into 2 different routes. Route 3
and 5. Jeff Barnes: That much | can understahdgtill don’t understand why you
skipped over 5 pieces of property. Why did yallinp them 5 pieces of property? That’s
to big a piece of property to jump.

Mayor Moore: When you annex it's got to be in one piece,tishat what you said?
You've got this percentage.

Jeff Barnes: Yes, but the city limit sign is in back of my dar My sister’s yard is
behind me. She’s in the town limits. Those pieafegroperty are not in the city limits.
They will not be annexed in. | don’t understandywtey got missed. You had to come
up that road to get to us.

Mayor Moore: | have talked to some of them about that, ando@dgter on you know.

Commissioner SeltzerAt this time we didn't include it. But we wouldke to have them
join Black Creek.

Jeff Barnes: Well, | know. You would have liked to have usdo it, but you didn’t
come and ask us. Now ya’ll went and asked th&hat’s what | don’t understand. Like
| said, you still haven't answered my question, vy they get jumped? You did the
feasibility study. | don’t understand it. Whatear is fair. You're going right by them,
and they join Yank Rd. Nobody seems to be ab@nswer the question. Thank you.

Mayor Moore: Thank you Jeff. Anybody else

Pete Cobb:l got no questions for you people. But | haveoanment. I'm paying a big

fat mortgage, as well as a bunch of these otheplpetm sure. | got 2 people side by
side next to me, they're walking out. They're m&re. I'm going to bite, scratch, and
kick. They're not here. If this goes thru | mag Wwalking. File bankruptcy, walk out,
whatever | have to do. I'm not going to go hungfijhank you.

Donald Sauls:| like the rest of these ladies and gentlemee kaow that it don’t do any
good to try to fight greed. And | like the resttbém am not pleased with it. | wish you
guys was more considerate. | wish you guys wohildktabout what has been done to
you that you wasn’t satisfied with. Fuel pricesrw wish you guys would really think
about that, and be more considerate of what is ftapbto us. I've been watching you
the whole time, (nods toward Commissioner Selt¥en)'ve got this arrogant look about
yourself. Like you just really don’t care how weef about it at all. | know that you are a
business owner. Commissioner Seltzer replies,yaretalking about me in particular?
Yes. | know that you are a business owner. Aritl thie fuel price increase, | know that
affected you. Now, | know you are in business kenmoney. When the fuel prices
increased, it hurt you. And we don't appreciate.thAnd we ask you guys to take into
consideration how we feel about it. Don't justv@in here and force us to do that.
Don't force these things on us. We don’t wantlits about growth, and if you're talking
about growth, you're talking about more money, diat) up the community, it's going to




cost more money. It's not about that, it's abdw tecency. It's not because the law
allows it. The law once allowed slavery, I'm a guat of that. But, it wasn't right. And
just because it's there for you to be able to dalaesn’t mean that you have to be so
inconsiderate and do it. I'm not going to go iitt@bout a lot of stuff, because | know
it's not going to do any good. But | wish you gwysuld reconsider.

Commissioner Seltzer: You live at Akron, right? Where did you say tlau lived?

Donald Sauls:I stay at 5240 Carr Rd. Commissioner Seltzeedskow many services
do you get from Black Creek? The only one | getager from Black Creek at this time.
And I'm satisfied with that. | don’t care for amgher services. | really don't. If you
want to grow | will contribute to the community:ll Ho whatever | can to help grow. |
would have probably went along with this annexatioyou had more to offer. And if
you had given me the opportunity first and not jissbw it on me. You as a man, you
don't like anybody taking anything from you. Nopé you, you don’t like anybody
taking anything from you. And this is importantds, so we ask you guys to consider
that and don't just force this on us. We all @reggling, we're trying to survive, just as
you all are. Maybe you're doing a whole lot betigsn we are. Commissioner Seltzer
replies, | don't think any one up here is doingtéet We're all struggling, just like you
are. Being a commissioner on the board it a tlemskjob. If you do something right you
don’t hear about it. If it's something that somdpaoesn’t like then you hear about it.
It's not a popular job but some one has to doThis greed thing, | don’t think that
people understand we have an infrastructure thaewsing to protect. We're going to
protect that infrastructure. That’s what we swareffice to do. We're here to look out
for the town of Black Creek. We want you to betgdithat town. Mr. Sauls asked; who
is the town of Black Creek. Commissioner Seltsplies, all the citizens of Black Creek.
Mr. Sauls says, the citizens. Commissioner Seliglies, we're asking you to be one of
those citizens. Mr. Sauls says, you're not askisig And you can't protect us if we don’t
want to be protected by you. That's what we’rangyto make you guys understand.
Protect Black Creek if they want to be protectad, don’'t protect us in a way that we
don’t want to be protected, cause we're not asfangt. Commissioner Seltzer responds.
Do you think in all sincerity, if Black Creek doésgrow, that somebody else won't
grow this way? Mr. Sauls says; I'm sure they wolit think about how many thousands
of dollars it’s going to cost us because you gugsraady to do that now. It may be 20 or
25 years, none of us might not even be here whethantown grows to take over. They
may also have more to offer than you guys do. Trhay benefit us. It's going to be at
our expense, but as long as it benefits us itheilfine. So I’'m asking you all to consider
that. This could be you. There’s a lot of thingseng on with the government now. |
know there’s a lot of things that you guys are satisfied with. It could be you next.
Just because the laws are there, doesn’'t meaydbhdtave to enforce them. The town
has a big heart only if the people in the town haveg heart. And it starts here. And if
you guys don’t have a big heart, you can’t expectau You can’t expect the town to
grow like this. Because we’re not going to supjoirt ways that you want us to. Thank
you all for listening to me




Cliff Harwood: I'm not part of this annex but like the speaka&idsearlier, what's going
to happen in 5 years. | just bought that propanty put a house on it. | was raised here
in Black Creek outside the city limits. | likeint this area, but I'm almost regretting that
| moved here because | see in 5 years it's goingetout here on Black Creek Rd. If |
wanted to live in Black Creek, | would have movedBlack Creek. Black Creek does
have a few things, but not like it did when | waswjing up. Ya’'ll say it's not about
money. What is it about then?

Commissioner Seltzertt’s about the infrastructure of the town. Buildithe town back
up to the way it used to be.

Commissioner Frankstt’'s about growth. Just regular growth. Thatflsit is.

Cliff Harwood: | do help the town out. Both me and my wife va&er for the fire dept.

| heard earlier that the fire dept. would get monéy the fire dept. going to be able to
spend it the way they see it, or is that sometthiag the town is going to say they have to
do this and do that?

Commissioner LucasWe've got no control over that.

Cliff Harwood: | think that’s all I've got to say. | just totaldisagree with it. That's
why we're here.

Mayor Moore: Does any one else have anything?

Betty Daniel Williford: I'm one of the 4 or 5 properties that the fellspoke about that
were not in the annexation. | didn’t learn abds tuntil | went to church. About 3
weeks ago, the people at church were asking meghtl a letter about the annexation. |
said;What kind of letter are you talking about? IMghey're going to take everybody
into Black Creek. | didn't get a letter, because hot in that series of people on Carr Rd.
But | do sympathize with them. | know what it'&dito be on a fixed income, because
I've been on a fixed income for 2 years now. Ireet from BB&T but they don't pay
that much for peon jobs, and that’s what | hadvas kind of forced into working when
my husband got sick after about 20 years in theicer He went to Vietnam, on one of
the missions that he had to go for, and was exptsedgent Orange. It resulted in
cancer. | took care of him at home, and had togom the home health nurse while |
worked in the day time. He said; you can’t staynbowith me because you know you
have to work when I'm gone. It happened so, tha¢mwhe passed | was co owner with
his sister on the farm on Yank Rd. He had takee cathe farm for 10 years after he
retired, until he got so sick that he couldn’tcouldn’t do that and work a full time job,
so the farm was split. | would have never soldhalf of the farm if | had known it was
going to result into this and Allan Thomas for thidage of Black Creek. | hope the
Lord will forgive me. If this is a burden for tipeople of Carr Rd and whatever else they
want to include in this. | don’t know why you ditimclude these people on Central Ave,
but you're scared of Jean Collier, and she’s ngthinbe scared of. | go to church with
Jean and she is a very nice person. Her reputdtemconduct, and everything else.




She’s a very good Christian lady. And she doesphaer in helping the people of Black
Creek or any other community that she’s involved 8he will help people that are sick,
or whatever you have, she is right there in it.dAme would help anybody else in this
room, I'm sure. Even if it was to say annex hestfbefore going after these people.
Also, | don't know why Mr. Roland Godwin isn’t herd talked with him Sunday, when
they were asking me about the letter. | said dih’t get one, and he heard me say that,
and he pointed his finger at me and said “you’lingst”. Right now my home is up for
sale. | can't take care of it by myself. | livle@e, and | know what you all are going
thru. And like | said, God forgive me for selliibe farm land out there for Allan
Thomas to turn it into the Village of Black CreeM.this is what’s causing this to go on,
please forgive me for doing that. | know it breakg husband’s heart to see this being
done. As much as he fought for our country, toehreedom of speech, freedom of
religion, and freedom of private property. . ople you will take into consideration and
that you will go to the bottom of your heart, arghlize what this is all about. Have
sympathy for the people that are about to be amheX®u say you've got 10 days from
now or 90 days, whatever is the limit to make aigien. | hope you will pray about it
and make a decision. Thank you.

Greg Williamson: | currently at this time do not receive any $&s from the Town of
Black Creek. But | am included in this forced axaten. | am opposed to it. Ya'll
continue to say this is not about money. If it wasbout money you wouldn’t be after
the property tax. What else is it about? Youygay want to grow the town or whatever.
Well being in the retail business for 25 years dwrthat you've got to grow from within
before you can grow out. You need to look inside town at what you're doing. Find
out what you need to do in the town maybe to attrasiness, and go from there. That’s
all I have to say. Thank you.

Trish McMann: | understand you're saying it's not about the mpont's the
infrastructure. But what’s going to happen to ihieastructure when the people can’t
afford the taxes, and you end up with a bunch aklvapos sitting on Carr Rd. There are
single parents. There are widows and widowersjtisatcannot afford the taxes that you
are going to impose on them. And there’s goindgpdca bunch of empty houses sitting
there and that's not going to be pretty for Blacke€k. You'll have an empty
doublewide sitting there. Thank you.

Terry Barnes: | think most everybody in here knows me. | stayp218 Frank Price

Church Rd. I'm single, | have 3 daughters, ansl afl | can do to pay my taxes now.
They are $600.00. And come next year it may bed81D. | think they ought to think
about the single parents out there who are stmgglow to pay their taxes. When all it
is about the money. The whole thing is the monElyank you.

William Waters: Most of ya’ll don’t know me. Mr. Franks doesdwm me. Don't take
away what | moved into. | was forced to move salvgears ago when the hurricane
came. | was forced to move. | could move any wharthe United States. | moved
outside of Black Creek, not in Black Creek. | mdve the country life, and that’s what |
like. I'm a country boy born and bred. Don't takat away from me. | sat one year ago




in my back yard and watched a white deer for 4raftens in a row eating the corn crop.
Do not take that away from me. Do not make thatdity limits. If you do you’ll take
that away from me. You'll put up the street lightise police will be coming by quite
often, the garbage trucks will be beating and bamngiDo not take my country life away
from me. Thank you.

Kenny Matthews: I'd like to know why Gooseneck wasn'’t includedall this. These
houses down in here. Why are they not being am#xe

Chris Lukasina: That probably has been subdivided since thiseggan. But it was once
one individual property. | believe it is still opeoperty.

Kenny Matthews:Yeah, it's Mack Smiths’.

Dennis Patton: Including that property would not meet the statyirequirements. Mr.
Matthews ask why. The property was too large. Matthews ask, right here, was too
large? And all this is not, (pointing to the maptba wall). It's considered one lot. To
the best of our knowledge it has never been sutbelili

Mayor Moore: What exactly is down there, a cul-de-sac? Adaibac with mobile
homes on it.

Commissioner Seltzer:How long have the mobile homes been there? Theren't
there 2 years ago when they started this study.

Chris Lukasina: The law looks at the land itself. It could ha&8@& mobile homes on it.
It's one owner.

Mayor Moore: It's because one man owns the whole thing. Fhée reason it wasn'’t
included in it.

Rufus Webb: In other words you'’re saying, if thidre lot was in 1 you wouldn'’t be

ableto annex me. There’s 7 acres from this dedicaggd of way all the way to the road.
Mr. Patton replies; it would depend on the siz¢hef rest of the parcel that was going to
be annexed. There’s a certain percentage of laed ® acres that can and can’t be
annexed. Mr. Webb states, it seems like you'geffipping around. | don’t understand.
Mr. Patton replies; | cannot speak for the boara@d that parcel with the 10 homes on it
been subdivided into smaller parcels it may hawnbecluded. Mr. Webb replies; that's
exactly what I'm saying, if | had this 7 acres irot instead of broken up maybe. Just
like that cul-de-sac that belongs to Mack Smithr. Matton replies, 7 acres still could
have been. MR Webb states, | thought Mack Smiths woo big. Its’ probably

equivalent to 1 city block maybe. Mr. Patton regjil don’t know how many acres is on
that particular property. It's something that weuld look up to determine. Mr. Webb
asks; if mine was in one solid lot would | be aredX Mr. Patton replies again that
would be up to the council. | can’t tell you besau can't speak for the town as to




whether they would annex your particular propertynot. But | can tell you that
particular area would have met the statutory reoénts.

Mayor Moore: We've got time for one more question. Does anlybhave a question or
comment?

Betty Daniels: My property was involved in the sewer and watee that went thru on
Yank Rd. | had no say so; | really had to standoupny rights. I'm allergic to chlorine.
I’m not on Black Creek water or electric or sew&o you don't offer me anything. | had
an emergency at my home about 8 years ago and Bleek couldn’t help me | had to
wait for Wilson to come out there to my home. dltsarobbery. It would have been on
me but | fled the scene before we got in the houseias in the house but they didn'’t
know that | was in the house. | was upstairs okergarage. | had just buried m mother
and somebody broke in my back windows. The bedrbaas in fixing to dress to go to
the funeral home to finish her arrangements. | weaslved in the water sewer, it went
thru my yard. | fought it because they were gamghut down my wells. | don’'t know
if you guys were on the board or not. Greg, GaageS whatever his name was, was
working with you at the time. He told me that thveguld contaminate my wells without
my consent. | said, no you won’t. He said, whatydo mean we won’t. We can shut it
down whether you want it or not. | said you catitit it down for contamination because
I've already had the water tested and it's cldarorder to get the water thru my yard the
town of Black Creek dug me a deep well, so | wayilce them permission to go thru my
yard. The contractor that they did this with wamd&er, you probably know of him.
While | was at work he dug thru the front yard. &dH came home on afternoon there
was a pile of dirt as high as the ceiling. It veaseally high pile of dirt that they had
scraped off my yard. Well | thought when they gatu digging everything that they
would put it all back, and plant the grass sed®, they normally do. He chose to sell it
to Tony Goff without asking me anything. Right nomy front yard is washing away.
My husband had told me to never let them come emettand get rid of the ditch in the
front yard. You ought to see that part of the frgard now. It's washed down into the
creek down here and the ditch is completely stopged Water has no place to go. I'm
just wondering how | can get this corrected. Tisemgash, it’s growing up, the sand, it's
almost even with the front yard. This is a resdilexpanding. The water and sewer was
put there for Tony Daniel and his cabinet shopd dppreciate if something could be
done about my front yard washing out. What Croghkdrin there in place of what he
took out is nothing but stones and boulders. | teado in there and pick it all out to
mow my grass. But that’s progress for you. Juahted to let you know what I'm
having to deal with since the sewer and waterweat thru on Yank Rd. I'm at the end
of the line. I'm also at the end of the line foil$®n electric. Like | say | have my own
well and septic tank. But if these people haver thiay they'll probably condemn that
too. My property is for sale if anybody wants Itm hoping to get a condo somewhere
so | don't have to deal with this. Thank you.

Mayor Moore: We'll take one more question.




Tom Beamon: Will the minutes of the first public hearing atiids one be made available
to the public?

Barbara Aycock: Yes, I’'m working on the first minutes now. I'mnahe eleventh page
now. | will try and have the minutes availabledrefthe next meeting.

Motion to adjourn: Commissioner Seltzef™® Zommissioner Lucas. Vote Carried
unanimously.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:00.




